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£ TNDED SYSTEMS IN AUCTION]

oD PLAYERS COMBINE BOTH
THE RIVAL METHODS.

fn Neach of A Game or Rubbee They Ge
yriee 10, If Not They Seek te Penallze
nenanents Hands Where Tu Is Wise
Wwait for Further Information.

(e benefil of those who are not
{antiiar with the terminology of cards ir
ey be esplained that o wooden game is
w9 that has no life in it.

110 old whisi days the long suitors

y ! A womden game Every time
. It o denea it show ed they had no
fivs cand suit and every time thoy lod a
glon anit it proved they did not held five
§5 10 When they refused to ruff a
do ool teiek 1t meant four {rumps and
av tima they jumped in and ruffed
gooonl hand it meant only two trumps

jo! fany
ok years of preaching based on the
vaoof hundreds of wasted hands
tramphant march of thoe short
\ sioan team of Roston, nader (he
Harry Ward, to convince
the wooden game will not
That such a game should
} oon so long persisted in isa matier
« vshment, yel wo see the
iniformity crasping  into
ure of the average
v bridge,
fon evervihing is in the bidding
iratively little in the play. In theee
two svslems have heen explained.
he declaration is made on every
as if the game were straight
v and regardless of the position at
or whether the bid is free or
In the othor the player sesks
on and plays safe
hids boldly on ak ones
m is bhetter than the othe
4 ddeither be followed to the oxeln-
. fthe other,  As in the manafactnre
v best whiskey, the geeret of sneceas
indicious blending. The iden
th the hidding in auction the same
that one giveR’ to the betting in
Onee lot an adversary feel sore
fie knows what you are bidding from
| are lost,
Fere are two fundamental principles
e plaver should have always
The first is governed by
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r rubber he should make a dash
mid never be afraid to take a moder-
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tes in preference to points
»second prineiple is governed by
irds held

: and s willing to play it without
i1 to what

i come right out with it, but if there
woak epots in it or if there in a choice
voen two calls he should sit tight
he finds ont how the land lies.
ihe following distribution of the cards
aup in a deal at the New York Bridge
st Club, Z's cards being held by a
good player. The score was love
rubher game,
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i such cards as these Z does not
+ what his partner has nor what is
st him. He wants neither informa-
ton nor assistance, He bids one heart
tt off the bat and stands ready to
ivance it to two or even three in hearts
get the play.
~ome players with such cards think
atter to bid two tricks at once, so as
it out informatory bids by the
wiversaries. That {8 the wooden game
What does Z care about the adversaries’
nformatory bide? It does not matter
10 him what they lead or how they play
the hand. He is going to play the hand
as & heart, but he is also going to get
tha contract as cheaply as he can,
A bids two clubs, which with his
guarded tricks in three suits, looks reason-
ibly e=afe, Y doubles two clubs. He
does not know just how strong his partner
ia in hearts, but he knows he can depend
n 7 for at least one sure trick in the
sult.  With four tricks in his own hand
Y cannot see how A and B are going to
win eight out of thirteen at clubs. T
| RRRFH
Could anything be prettier than the
~ituation presented to Z? His partper
<ays he has two probable stoppers in
ihs and Z has two himself. By letting
tha doubla stand it is almost a certainty
nat the olub contract will fail and that
V-7 wili seore some hundreds in penalties,
But the first principle that guides a
!.luyer is to go for game if it is rea-
= nably within reach. If Y has two stop-
pers in clubs the game looks like a cer-
‘aint'y in hearts, so Z ignores the oppor-
tunity to score heavily in penalties and
vercalls the doubl clu with two
#arta, on which he wins four by cards
aud the mbber with ease, in spite of the
fat that B trurnps the first trick in clubs,
B el a sma!l diamond, on which Z put
» are and led ace-jack of trumps, bring-
& them all down. A made his king of
d.amondsiand'led the ten of spades through
' Y and B both played amall and Z
nped, ru' dummy in with a club and
rid of his losing diamonds on the
SUITA
let us look at an example of a
i in which the player has not by
means a game hand.  Thia was alao
|l nt tha New York Bridge Whist
7 & cardsa being held by a plaver
e —————————————————
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IT he is within reach of the

but if he has no hope of going
aeces no danger of the other
" rotting there he should play for

If the declarer has a sure

othera hold or bid he

| hay ing too easy a contract and a chance
lfor game in hearts

1 The score was love all on the mhmrlwmnunh brush had just heen applied.

who does not helieve in the auction system !

and always doclares just as {f he were
the doaler in straight bridge and his
daclaration would be final.

v |
+AE989.423 ‘
98
LR |
z# K988 ¥ Q —— | LoxpoN, April 12.~The International
oK 8 A B -:)- g :02. | Sociaty of Sculptors, Painters and Gravers
4A084 ” saios g opened its eleventh annual exhibition
( with a more than ordinarily interesating
©QJT106 4 collection of works by such a‘tista as
2108 | Rodin, Forain, Degas, Monai, Nicholson,
2; 3, : Philpotta and Lavery  The society has

The score being love all, Z declared one
heart and A promptly passed, Y, with an
idea that hig parttier might have a better
chance 1o go gaine at no trumps, bid two
clubs in order to shiow his groat st rength
in that suit, B passed, and Z, who does
not fancy the no trumper, returned to
hi# own suit, calling two in hearia,

This A doubles, because now he has
got Z where he wants him. No good
player will double a one trick contract if
there in any possibility of a shift, If ¥
rg--.-a four clubg he will have the time of

vis life making it, and if Z goes no trumps
to escape the double A ought to be able
defeat the cantract

Zowent two no tramps, trusting to his
partner’s club suit to carey him through
and B doubled, to show the stopper it
clubg, which A cannot tell, A led a spade
and 7 tried to drop the clubs, which was
very bad play, as Lo- should have ducked
the first round, keeping a club to lead to
Y and still holding the two winning cards
in Y's hand, as Y has no other reentry
This woul! have forced A to run with hise
fwo top hearts nnd then given his partner
the spade. which would have saved on
trick for Z. but not the contraet

As the haod waa played Y led a dia
mond after Tailing to drop the elubs and
lost the flnesse 'ii made his spades and
the elub gueen and then led the top din-
mond, A maeking two hearts at the end,
aeiting the contract for three tricks and
Beoring 300 in penalties,  Had Z let th
vontract etand at doubled hearts he would!
have lost 200, Had he plaved the .
trumper well he would have lost only 200

No apction plaver would call a heart
on the first reund with 2's cards, hecause
he has no slire trick in the suit. That is a

bridge declaration and the bridge plaver |

makes it because his declaration is final

But this game is not bridge and th-
first call i« not a make, The proper bid
on Z's cards is one spade fe !lms no
l'|_ghl to expect 1o go game in hearts with
his hand unless his partner has something
wonderful. The policy of the
player, the blender, under such circum-
stances, is to lie low and feel his way
cautiously, because there is nothing to he
gained by making a declaration which
canno! win the game at the «core and
there is evervthing to be lost il you have
the cards that will stop the adversaries
from going game if they declare. Con
trast Z's position in this hand with that
whown in the frst hand given

Although it has been repeatedly pointed
out that the gecond hand should never
overcall the dealer’'s spade with anything
but a no trumper one finds §
sisting in that errcr with the same per-
tinacity that they used to lead from five
trumps at whist. If A calls one heart
Y bids two clube, B and Z both passing
A would naturally go on to two hearts
and 7 would doubl

The result of the play would be that A
would be the declarer in hearta instead
of Z and that the contract would he set
for two tricke, Y and Z getting 200 penalty
instead of losing 200 or 300 on their own
declaration.

If A is the declarer the play would
Frut_mbly find the second round of clubs
orcing A, who would lead three rounds
of trumps, hoping to find them more
equally divided, B discarding two dia-
monds.  Z's best chanee to put his part-
ner in would be to find him with the
king of diamonds, so he would lead ace
and small. When A returned a small
spade Z would pick up A's trumps and
make his diamond, the contract failing
by two tricks.

It is not unusual for the player at
auction to have the choice of two declara-
tions with nothing to guide him as to
which is the better Sometimes it lies
between the red suits, sometimes between
a red suit and a no trumper. The bridge
laver makes his pick at onee, just as
f he would never have another chance
The auction player who blends the two
systems carefully waits for a little more
light on the situation before ho decides
and calls one spade

Here is a hand plaved at the Knicker-
bocker Whist ('lub in which the dealer
evidently thought there was no doubt
about his declaration, although he was
nothing up on the rubber game and
there waa nothing in his cards to justify
any hope of going out:
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In bridge with no chance to amend the
declaration there is little doubt that no
trumps {8 the proper call on Z's cards,
taki a chance on the diamond suit
This is what Z did. A, a verv shrewd
player, passed and on the play he made
seven diamond tricks, scoring 0 penalty

inat 30 aoes

This looks like a lost opportunity for A
and B, as together they might havo made
a greal soore in diamonds, but analysis
will show that had A bid diamonds he
would have forced Z out of his no trumper
at once and Y-Z would have gone game
and rubber in hearts with four honors
reduoed

No auction playver would eall no trumps
on Z's cards with such weakness pas &
singleton and three tenaces, ull of which
might be led through and killed The

roper opening ecall for 7 is one spade |

his will smoke A out IT A passes the
black bid, as he should, Y will show his
sure trick in hearts, denying any sure
trick in the weaker suit, diamonde B
will pase and Z will accept the hint to
Plé(l{ earta as a safer eall than no trumps
hserve that if Y called a diamond,
showing & sure trick or two in that suit,
Z would shift to hea-ts himself, as it would
begin to look like a chance to go game
on the hand and he couid go no trumps |
if he was doubled or overcalled

Y 's heart bid smokes A out and he de-
claces two in diamonds, simply to protect
himself now, as he is foreaed 1o do pomae-
thing to prevent the adversaries from

Z bids two hearts,
on the principle pointed out in & previous
acticle that it is always to the advantage
of a player to overeall when he can do so
without hidding any greate: number
of tricks than his adversary offors

A goes on Lo three diamonds and 7 to
three hearis, both being now foreed calls,
cach plave: protecting himself from the
othor  A's call is the safer, as he can
ruff two suits and has a five ca~d suit to
astailish. On the theory of being in for
a shoep as well as for a lamb A goes foor
diamonds and Z is foreed 1o call four
hearts, which he makes, winning the game
and rubiber, instegd of losing 30 points
in penaltios ¢ doubtful no trumper

Hore * nnother example of the way
in which a good playver will think out
a situation when he has 2 choice of deo.
larations, This hend was played .at tha
New York Bridge Whist Club
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| complishment, a full length portrait of |

| an interesting atudy,

| flourished under Rodin's presidency and
{its prosont exhibition should reassure
| those who have feared that in time the
cexhibitions  would  inevitably  hecome
P Anglicised  and  Josa theic Continental
piquancy

i Porhaps the two moast n vable ean
vasos, thosa at lons which will atoon

|
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most attention, are Lavery's joyous ac-

Anna Paviowa, the Russian dancer, and !

| Glyn Philpotis's portrait of the Hon. Mrs

Fdward Packe. The first is painted with |
a swift, sure abandon that makes the |
technique itself seem to express the
illusive charm of the creature of grace
and fire whom he has depicted. The |
action of the figure is superb and the!
color scheme with the russet leaves fall- |
ing against & nebulous background and
the limelight playing full on the fluttering
draperies is as admirable as is his com-
plete etimination of any line that might
make more material the airy figure of
Paviowa.

Glyn Philpotts is a very young man, as |
his excellent self portrait *The Ynllow!
Soarf" testifies, but he is a young man
upon whom many hopes are centred
His work during the past year has at-
tracted general attention and a brilliant
future is predicted for him. In the self
portrait his work has the solidity and
dignity that have characterized his other |
canvases, but his portrait of the Hon |
Mrs. FEdward Packe, chic though it is |
sugzests too evidently the society por- |
trait painter to pleasc his more serious
admirers. It will be one of the most |
popular pictures neverthelesa.

Another notable picture of the year is
(‘harles Ricketta's “The Plague.”

it is difficult to see.

man i# & poignant note.

The most notable is Rodin's “The Eternal

ame, and as it happened Z's side had
quite a little advantage on the balanoe
in penalties, which they did not wish to
lose. Any bridge player would probabi

declare d‘l.unon immediately on suc

carde as 7's, but your blender does not
etactly seo five by cards inthis hand. At
the same time he doee not see any danger
of the other side going out in anvthing, |
0 he calls one spade i

A passes and Y shows lis sure trick in |
diamonds. B bids one heart, which is n
forced call just to push the othara up a
bit and show A what to lead if Z goes no
trumps » )

The information given by Y completely
changes the aspect Z's hand  The |
only sura trick Y can have in diamonds
1= the ace, and slx solid diamond tricks
and two in eluba look like game and
rubber at no trumpa if Y has a trick in
either hearts or spades. Make diamonda
trumps and the hand is atill worth only
three tricks. With Lis surplua of penal-
tier 74 can Afford to take a chance, so he
calls mo trumps instead of two diamonds,

A lad the hearts in response to his part-
ner s neart bid, king first, hOPia':‘F to find
1 with five of the suit. R shifted and lad
up to the weakmess in clubs, which let 2
in. After making #ix diamond tricks Z
took in his jack of hearts and the best
club, winning three by carda, game and
rubber :

Had 7 called a diamond in the first
place A would have hean forced to over-
cmil with ons heart unless he were satis-
fied 1o 118k Z2's failing to go game in dia-
monds, and Y would have raid nothing.
as he dannot stop hearts  The result
would have been that 7 would never have
realized the possibilities of his hand as
a no trumper and would have gone on
to two in diamonds. With this declara-
tion he would have stopped at 18, with
51 ahove for honors, but no more chance
than his adversaries for eventually win-
ning the rubber

WHITEWASH BRUSH IN SPAIN.

Great Leveller of Distinetions Between
the Rich and Poor,
From the Lowisville 'ourver-dournal

In Spain, where the ruing of Moorish
fowers are seen upon the cresta of many
hills w8 the "express” train crawls along at
the rute of 15 or 20 milea an hour, the evi-
dences of surviving Moorish influence upon
the people and customs of Andalusla make
In the elty of Ronda
it is plain that the ideas of home bullding
which the Arabs brought into the Ibherian
peninsula remain vital to-day

The whitewash brush is the great leveller
of distinctions betwaen the rich and the poor
in 8pain. The extariora of homes, great
manor houses upon the haciendas, huts nfi
mountaineers clinging to the sides of the
almost perpendicular hills, handsome homes |
of rich merchants in the cities and humble
tenementsa are nearly all of plaster.

A lew of them are kalsomined in blue ar
brown or pink, but the majority are pure
white. Ronda is & white city with a few

!
i

patches of blue and pink and looks as if the

]

RY

-Jg

It is & | and one of the firat of that ssries of emo-
large canvas in the place of honor in the tional, tenderly modelied groups that
centre gallery, but so badly lighted that | have distinguished what is known as his
It is & night piece, second .rylp,
very dark and rich in coloring. The | particularly in the figure of the kneeling
grouping is elaborately thought out and | youth presents the same suavity of mod-
the central groping figure of the blind elling that characterizes his
aide " Healsocontributes asmall bronze
There are fow exhibita in sculpture, | mask, “Le Visage Emerveillé.”

The surface treatment
“La Dan-

Jdohn Tweed, & former pupilof Rodin's, |

Ido).” executed some fifteen yvears ago|sends a study in marble, a nude recum- | tured one

HE PRICE OF
HIS INHERITANCE

Another Man's Vengeance Worked
When Dalton Got His
Fourth Ace.

It was one thing to know Lew Gordon, |

and many people did know him, for he | #hould feel some anxiety as to Mra. Mere- | ho said half aloud: “That'll do fo: &

was the reputed proprietor of one of thnl

most popular gambling houses west of

| the Alleghanies and east of the Rocky

Mountains; it was quite another thing to
know George Meredith, and very few
did know him, for he kept himeelf mostly
to himself, but Lew Gordon when he was
not actively engaged in the pursuit’ of
his profession was George Meredith

The difference between being aequainted
with Mr. Gordon and knowing Mr. Mere-
dith was indeed so great that a friend of
one of them who might hava met the other
would hardly have recognized him, though
thetwo wereone. He would have thought
of the resemblance, no doubt, but the dif-
ferences were great, for GQordon accen-
tuated strongly the characteristic manner-
isme of tha professional gambler and
Meredith was exceptionally resarved and
seemed to shun the making of acquaint-
ances, as indeed he did shun it

He lived when he wag ! home in a plaas-
ant country house a mile from the rail-
road and something like a hundred milea
from thecity of Cleveland, where Gordon's
establishment was run. Mr Mt-rﬂdjth
was married, so his neighbors arsumed,
ta an extremely protly young woman
who had nothing to complain of in
her circumstances except the frequent
abaencea of her husband, who was under-
stood to be a travelling man

He visited his home as frequently as
his business would allow and even spent
days at a tima in resting bet ween tripe,
and it is to be presumed that Mra. Mere-
dith found something to interest her dur-
ing his absences, she heing of a lively
disporition and given to making the most
of any opportunity that might offer of
brightening up her somewhat lonely life,
At all eventa she seemed little trouhled
by the nature of Mr. Meredith's husiness
and really knew little or nothing about it |
heyond the fact that it kept him away |
from home most of the time |

It was not to he expected tha® any one |
under these circumstances would notioe |

NTHE PEAGUE Y CHARLENS  RICHET TS,

bent female figure, and soma interesting exhibition last year, is well known in

statuettes Ihere s & spirited hronze,
*Artemis,” by Bourdelle and another by
B. F. Wells, a sketch for an "Athlete ©

America. The cenvas reproduced here,
*The knacker's Yard, Dublin®, marks a
new departure in his style He has

Prince Paul Troubetzkoy has a hound, | sbandoned his small detailed interiors

in bronze, as well as a portrait group,
“Princess I, and Child,” and Gladys Hol-
man Hunt brings a reminder of the Pre.
Raphaelites in her “Heatrice.”

and his admirable stil! lifes to produce
a broad, simple canvas with a Hem-
brantesque effect of massing.

In the group composed of Maurics

The work of William Orpen, who cap- | Denis, Bonnard, Dufrenoy, Charles Gu#-

a junior partner, especially in view of
however, was give. to
frequent vacations he took.

the seamy side of life as a gentleman of

his profession might be expected to be,
|it was natural enough that Meredith

dith's welfare during such times as he
was away from home. Poesibly on thia
laccount he made a private and exoeed-
ingly liberal allowance of extra wages
to her single servant and through that
domestic was made aware of much that
did not happen under his personal ob-
servation

Ore morning after leaving home and
taking the train for Cleveland he seated
himself in the smoking car and after
lighting his cigar opened a note that had
been &lipped into his hand shortly before
he had bade Mrs. Meredith his usual
affectionate good-by. What he read in
the note was enough to causa him to
leave the train at a way station and
tarry at a village hotel {till nightfall
Then, hiring & team, he drove to a nook
1in the woods about a mile from his own
house and tying the horeea walked home-
ward, but stopped a little distance from
the house

Shortly after daybreak he returned
to the nook in the woods and drove thence
to the railrond. Nor was Mr. Meredith
ever known to return home

Late the tollowing night Mr. Gordon
had a confidential talk swith Faxon, his
L managing partner.

“I'va been noticing lately, Fazon,”
he said, “that the house generally losea
money when I'm away."

“Well, it has happenad two or three

times,” admitted Faxon, cautiously?t
“but——"*
*Never mind,”  interrupted Gordon

a little hrusquely; “what's done's done,
only | reckon 1 ought to stay around
more. And Faxon, we've got to get in
more new husiness.  You haven't brought
in much lately "

“We've got the best trade there is in
town,"” said Fazon

*1 know, but thore's a heap that we
havon't got. | nover soa young Snead
o Fullinpton or Crawfocd in the place,
and thore's Bill Daiton’s cub, that good
looking young follow that's

on the latter's carclessneas in lu\'illkl"l'll" old man swears he'll cut him ou

|

|startor. There'll be ways of playing the |

| fishor of man was what hed secured for |

|
|

i

the fact that Mr Meredith's hnmac-oming}afmr the givls all tho time. They tell|
was invariably colncident with Mr. Gor-| me ha's rather a hot sport in his way, |

don's absence from his placa of husinssa,
but there were many who commentad

| but he never comes hore "
said Fazon ahortly,

“Ain't likely to,”

of the prizes at the Carnegie ' rin, Maxime Maufra and George d'Esta- i more protentious neighbors,

his large interests under the control of | of his will if he evar plays.” )

“That so?" inquired Gordon a8 if BUT- | o hit for the whole amount and ']l give
the nature of the husiness. Mr. Gordon, | prised, and an evil light gleamed from | yvoy hack the other notes and stake you
self-indulgence ! his eyes as he went on.

and no one could criticise him for the | chance of getting him.

*All the better
He's daredevil
enough to hanker after forbidden fruit.

Gordon being as well acquainted with | ["ish for him, Faxon; fish for him.*

And after Faxon had promised to do
his beat and had zone home the gamble:
sat for a long time mediteting. At last

hand out.” -
Mr. Faxon's exceptional ability as 2

him an interest in QGordon's business,
and as ha wns put on his mettle by the
hint of distrust that had been given he
exarted himself strongly to secure this

| now vietim. After a time he succeeded, |

though not easily, and young Dalton
not only put in an appearance in the
gambling hell hut was soon inoculated
with the gambling, fever.

Whether it was ths provarbial luck
of a beginner that favored him or whether
there was some other operating cause
did not appear, but for the first few times
he played he wes a winner. Gordon,
who watched him keenly, seemed un-
disturhed aven after the youngster oashed
in several hundred dolla s of velvet at
the fa~o table the second week after he
bhegan

“Luck’'s with yon," he said, pleasantly,
and Dalton chortled.

But the next time he lost, and the next
and the next, and after a time he seemeda
feverish and troubled, and played des-
perately every night without recouping
his losses,

“Hard luck,"” said Gordon, pleasantly,
after one particularly disastrous sitting:
“hut it turned on you once. It'll turn
again.”

But it did not turn, and one night as
Dalton arose from the table white and
trembling Gordon said to him very
quietly: “Do you want to play along’
You might win out.”

*I have no more money,” said Dalton,
bitterly.

“Your credit's good," sald Gordon, and
the other hesitated and went back to the
table.

Later he signed a note for & nonsideratbile

sum and lay awake for hours aftar reach-
ing his Yet the fever was strong
enough to lead him on till the one note

running | was multiplied by four or five,

Then when Gordon would have loaned
him more the young fellow's honesty
anssarted itaslf, “l owe you mote now
than | have the means to pl:iy.' he said,

“That's bad," said Gordo

"Frevity of his gtyle was never more mani-

i his
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gnat thare are echoes of Post-Impression-
ism. Mr. Guérin's “Jardin Publique® is
delightful in quality. es is “La Chambre
Violette,” by Maurice Denia.

Landecape is not strongly represented
at the Orafton, thoupgh there is a flae
work by A. . Peppercorn, “The River.”
a rombre study of marsh and sky on a
gray day. Other landscapea are *The
Hills of 8kye.” by [, Y. Chmeron, and a

| characteristic canvas, *Kensington QGar-

dens, Autumn,” by Prof. Hellwag.
James Pryde, whose earliest associationa

THEHON MRS, EONARD PRCHED

CLYN WV, PHILPOTI.S.

were with William Nicholson, when aa

the Rickersta Brothers they oreated a
revolution in the poster art, demon-
strates his strength in & ecene of a vesti-
hule whence four revellers are emerging
in carnival garb It is entitled *“The
Costume Pall.,” In the end gallery there
i= an unusually good display of etchings,

lithographe end water colors. Joseph

Pennell exhibita four of his new American
lithographs, “Old Million Eves,” a sketch
of a factory at evening; “Coal Breaker
on tre Susquehannn,” remarkable for
the &plendid massing of ‘ts blacks; “Coal

Preaker.  Wilkesbarre,” and “Shenan-
doah.”
Fornin has  ten  etchings and ‘the

fnet.  Fepecinlly t'ne are hir “Dansouse
dans la Loge™ and *1. Amateur.” F. o,
Suilivan contributes ten of his late pén
and ink drawings illustrating the *Sartor
Hesartne." more formal in design than
ueral work. ‘There is a charming
wate color by Fouet de Monval, *“Départ
pour la Promenade ” A garies of lithos
graphg by Spencer Pryvee ghould not be
overlooked. He a peculiar talent
in depiciing the workingman, and his

has

'“Thev That Go Up to the Mercifu! Town®

ia dramatic and convincing
Taking 1he exbibition as a whole the
emaller pictures, the etchings, litho-

graphs, waler colore and drawings are
more successful (han their larger and

but you have expeetations, and 1'm fond
of long inveatments when they look good.
I'll tell you what 1'll do, Give me a post

for a game of poker to-night. You've
played faro long encugh. Maybo you'll

o better at ancother game.”

Then as Dalton hesitated
tinued:

“I'll do better than that. Write me &
’nmn acknowledging that you've lost
the money at play and make it payable
'threa months after your father's death.
Then vou know as well as 1 do that it
0’y collectible at law. You can do as
| vou pleass about paving ™
It did not gound like 2 taunt, the way
he said it, but Pralton took it as such.
| “Cive me the monev,” he gaid, “Of
course I'll pav You ought to know it.”

“Ch, | wasn't alreid of losing the
money,” said Gordon, and the nole was
given and the money passed
| ‘there may have been more skilful
plavera at the game of poker in the W
'than (lordon was, tut none had sett
in Cleveland, and even had Gordon been
less dexterous in the manipulation of cards
voung Dalton wouid have had small
chance against the tour pluvers who sat
|down with him

At firat he wen, a= if Cordon had de-
termined to torture him to the utmost,
but when he had piled his chips up to
more than a thousand dollare worth and
| was beginning to think there was hope
i of retrieving his losses, ' .ordon dealt, and
he lound three aces in his hand

It was his ante, and at first he feared
that no one would come in against him,
but the next two men stayed and the
fourth player and Gordon dropped. Dal-
ton raised confidently, but the next man
raised him, and the third trailed.

‘Three acea were hardly enough, he
thought, to go back again, 8o he stayed
gad called for two cards, the other wan
taking one, -

When he found the fourth ace the con-
fident hore came of making & killing, and
&s hin antagonist made a neavy bet he
boosed vigorously. Being raised agaéa
he shoved ifniu whole stack forward anea
the ‘mher man called and showed a straight
Aush.

“I would have raised cn the first round,*
he said, almost apologetically, “only I
didn't want to drive the athers out.”

But Dalton did not hear him. He turned
to Qordon appealingly, but seeing no
compasaion in his face he left the place.

The next morning Gordon indorsed the
note over to George Meredith and put
it in the hands of a lawyer for collection,

“Of course,” said the latter, “you know
this isn't worth the ink on the paper.”

‘I think it is," said Gordon grimly,
Present it to the old man.”

It was paid, and when young Dalton
received it from hia father he knew,
thou his father said nevor a word,
that he was disinherited. Moreover, he
underatood whan ho saw the indorse-
ment for what he had heen punished.

A little later Mra, Moradith married a

he con-

penniless man without waiting for a
diverce, and the two sought the wilder

. Eravely, loouulry of the far West.




